Introducing the Econet®

Acom Computer local area network
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Printer server station

The printer server software is supplied in an
EPROM which should be fitted in one of the
sideways ROM sockets in the BBC computer. Once
fitted in the station with a printer attached, the
printer server EPROM allows the other stations on
the network to share the use of the printer. If the
printer is in use by one station and another station
attempts to print, then it will receive a ‘not
listening’ message indicating that the printer is in
use. The second station may then stop and try
again later when the printer is free. It is
recommended that the EPROM should be fitted in
the computer by an approved dealer or service
centre.

When the printer server EPROM is fitted and
running in the printer server computing power is
still available at the keyboard and user programs
may be run on the printer server station. The
printer server, however, can be stopped by
pressing the break key, and a dedicated printer
server will therefore often be required.

Future developments include the possibility of
fitting the printer server in the file server station,
providing both shared filing and printing from one
dedicated station.

Cables

Acormn supply Econet cables in two ways.

10 station lead set (AEH 18)

For a short network a set of cables and connectors
may be used to provide a rapid and convenient
system for wiring a group of computers together.
The set consists of 10 lengths of cable 1m long and
11 junction pieces and is sufficient to connect
together a network of 10 stations including a file
and printer server. One or two additional sets may
be used to extend the network and the number of
machines. The junction pieces are a simple push
fit to the cables and no soldering is required to
establish or dismantle a network of 10 machines
quickly. However, due to the mechanical nature of
these connections, this system of wiring is not
suitable for networks of over 30 metres. For longer
networks a more secure system of wiring is
required, and this can be done using lengths of our
top specification cable.

100 metres Econet cable (AEH 17)

For long networks Acorn can supply cable to full
Econet specification in 100m lengths. This cable is
dual twisted pair with a conductor core diameter of
0.9mm, and is suitable for networks of up to 500m.
This cable may be tested in a location and then

installed by cutting it to the required lengths and
soldering it to 5 pin 180° din sockets mounted as
required. Any number of sockets may be fitted on
the cable and computers can be plugged in or
unplugged at any time. Full details of wiring
considerations are supplied with each cable or set
of leads.

Clock and temination

Terminator box and power supply (AEH 15)
To prevent reflections on the line and to provide
signal conditioning, the Econet cable must be
terminated appropriately. Therefore each network
requires two terminators, one at each end of the
cable. Each terminator set consists of a terminator
box and power supply. The boxes and power
supplies are each about 2" X 3" X 4. As the power
requirements of tiiese units are minimal they can
be left connected and switched on continually to
ensure that the network is available for use at any
time.

Clock box and power supply (AEH 14)

The clock box generates a signal which
synchronises all data transferred on the network.
The box and power supply are again about

2" X 3" X 4 and take minimal power in order that
they may be left permanently connected.

Advice

For full details and advice on how Econet can help
you contact your local dealer or:

Econet Sales Department

Acom Computers Limited

Fulbourn Road

Cherry Hinton

Cambridge CB14JN

Service

After sales service and advice by a
national dealer network.

Retail Control Systems Limited
Gresham House

Twickenham Road

Feltham

Middlesex TW13 6HA

and

Acom Computers

WACORN
COMPUTER

Econet is a Registered Trademark

The Econet® System is designed, produced and distributed in the UK
by Acorn Computers Limited

February 1983

Optimus Design, Cambridge
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