
Using Bookworm 

Introduction 

The RISC OS User Guide is provided on the hard disc of your 
computer- in the form of HTML (Hype(fext Mark-up Language) or 
'Web' pages. These are the same as pages displayed on the World 
Wide Web, but you don't need to be connected to the World Wide 
Web to read them- they are right here on your computer. 

The User Guide provides more information about your computer's 
operating system and about the many applications and utilities 
supplied with it. 

We have provided a Web 'browser', called Bookworm, to enable you 
to read the User Guide. Bookworm is a special development of the 
Acorn lnte(falk Web browser, designed for reading pages stored on 
your hard disc. The browser not only displays the pages, it also 
provides a 'hypertext' architecture to enable you to find your way 
quickly to the items you are most interested in, so you can get 
answers to your questions fast. 

The RISC OS User Guide 

The Web version of the RISC OS User Guide supplied with your 
computer is very similar to a printed book. It has a Table of 
Contents, a number of chapters and an Index. 

Each chapter forms a Web ·page'. Web pages can be of any length 
you use the scroll bars to move through them. 

Because you have the Web version of the User Guide, you don't 
need to worry about the page numbers mentioned in the 
cross-references- just click on the cross-reference 'link' and the 
referenced text will be displayed 
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Loading Bookworm 

Loading Bookworm 

To read the User Guide, you must first load Bookworm. 1 Bookworm 
is located in your Manuals directory. Open this directory then 
double-click on the Bookworm icon. The icon will appear on your 
icon bar. 

Click on Bookworm's icon on your icon bar. and the browser window 
will be displayed: 

RISC OS 3. 7 User Guide 

Quick start guide 
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The sections from Bookworm features onwards give you all the details 
about Bookworm, but we· II tell you a few things right now to get you 
started: 
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First. click on the Hotlist button. A brief list of the main 'chapters' is 
displayed: 

. Holllt Go .. _ . "' 

Conltnts 
lntroc1Jction 
1 • The desktop 
2 - CN11glng 1he oomJ:Vter's oorliguraion 
3 - Customising the desktop start-up procedure 
4 • Managing the desktop 
5 • Ttout:leshooting 
6 • Using ~oppy and hard dis<:$ 
7 • Other storage devices and ~iog systems 
a· NelwOrl<lng 
9 · Selling up printers 
10 • l'liltiog yow files 
11 • l'lin!Edit 
12 - Fontl'lilt 
13 - THoFont 
14 • RISC OS applications 
15 • Using ooloor in applications 
16 · Using fonts in appicalions 

Click on ·contents' and the full contents list is displayed in the 
browser window: 

Top II Index 

RISC OS 3.7 User Guide 

Table of Contents 

Introduction 

About lh.is guide 

The RISC OS operating system 

Conventions used in this manual 

Important lips 
~.~!ljl,l,gl/,~!.1> 
Additional products and documenta tion 

Documentation roadmap 

1 ·The desktop 

Manipulating windows 

Directory displays 

The Filer 

pe ~,k.l.<il ~-c,~\•lllf .. l\!l(l_g:s.!ll!J.I~>~l 
The Pinboard 
Advanced Filer operations 
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Quick start guide 

Contents 
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This is a list not only of the main chapters, but also the sections 
within each chapter. 

When the Table of Contents has finished loading, click on any 
chapter or section. Some chapters load very quickly, but others may 
take a while. depending on the processor you have in your 
computer Wherever in a chapter you ask to go. the front page of the 
chapter will always be displayed first. until the section which you 
asked for has been loaded, then this will be displayed. This also 
applies to 'li nks' mentioned below. You know the chapter has 
finished loading by the 'Ready' message in the status bar at the 
bottom of the window. Until this is displayed, the chapter is still 
loading. 

When you have loaded a section in which you are interested. use 
the scroll bars at the side of the window to move through the 
chapter You will soon come across 'links'. 

Following links 

Links are words or phrases underl ined and in a different colour. 

the Draw UJtorial , be 

They usually refer to another part of the User Guide for more 
information. If you click on a link. you will be taken there. 

Just in case you want to get back exactly where you were when you 
clicked on the link, click on it using Adjust. This opens another 
browser window displaying the text you linked to. If this is not of 
interest after all, just close this new window and carry on with the 
o ld one. 

Getting back to the Table of Contents 

If you want to go back to the Table of Contents at any time. scroll up 
to the top or down to the bottom of a chapter and you will see a row 
of buttons one of these will be the Contents button. Click on this 
button. and you will be taken back to the Table of Contents. 

Finding out more about Bookworm 

When you are ready to find out more about Bookworm. the next 
section. Bookworm features on page 5. tells you all about it. 
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Quitting Bookworm 

If you wish to leave the User Guide. choose Quit from the Bookworm 
icon bar menu, and Bookworm will be removed. 

Bookworm features 

The Bookworm window 

The Bookworm window is your window onto the RISC OS User 
Guide. The diagram below shows its main features: 

Toolbar ____. 

Content 
area 

__... 

Location field litle bar History list button 

I ~ I 
fCI X ded: URLolile:IIADFS::HardDisc4/S/AcomiAOUser/Book3b!8001<3 2,HT#HEAIJING2-71 

URL ~:IIADFS::HardDis<l4/$/AcomiROUser/Book3bJBOOK3 _2.HTIHEADI NG2· 71JI1i! 

@ ®@Y ®® J 
@ 

Command line syntax 
The interface 10 the command line i~ built Into the RISC OS OJ><:rating >)'litem ond proc:<:sse> 
valid t.--ommarlds sent as text strings. The rl!xt string is nonnnOy ttrmiruucd by Return. 

1hc ~oynta.x ofeac.-h oommaOO in th..: foll"'twing ~.~rl\ i~dc~:.ribc\1 in a :;uu·wJJrd way, with 
example:!) of i~<. the \\-here rhc~ are llclpful. 1'hc symbol~ used in 41)'ntu..\ de:teription~ ore: 
<val ue> indicatCihatan:)CU&nl value mu··1 bcsub..<;;litutcd.. Forexrun~e, <filename> 

mc~ns thai you mu~l SUI'f>ly :.\0 acmul tllen.:une. 

{ ... ) indicate that the item enclosed ln the ..quar<' brnc•a.~ts is optional 

I indicale:. .tkemalivcs.. For C\;muplc. 0 I I rlltan~ that the value 0 or I mllit be supplied. 

What are parameters? 

RISC OS OOflliiHtnd-; arc -.Q~necime~ ftlllowcd by one or more p.1r~unece:rs which tell chc 
computer how you "{II\( tt.c c<nnm.1nd It' l'C nllXUiled. 

In the follo"'ing dc.;cripeions. the p::tramcten ,ue in italics. You etfllcave ~paces only bel\-\etn 

pantmctcn... since othcrvoist- dlC operating .ay::.1em cannot tell whti'C you "'anc one _~X~rruncu:r to 
end nnd the next co begin. 

Comnl.lnd line por{mlf'te~ may be opcioool: an 1his case th~y ~•re &hown in the syntct.'t within 
square hnwl.cG. Often., when a p-.tntn)CtCr b :tp..--cifteJ as optional. the opcruting ~~oyStem will 
supply {t defoult \"uluc: the \':tlue of 1hi') 1:-. ... peCified fore~\C'h COHunand. 

Numeric parameters • !Ready .. J"49K 
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I I I 
Status indicator Status line Load progress 
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Title bar 

The title bar of the Bookworm window shows the title of the current 
page, if there is one. 

Location field 

Below the tit le bar. near the Lop of the Bookworm window you' ll see 
the Location field. This shows you the URL (address or path name) 
of the current page It can also be used to enter the URL of a page 
you wish to view next. though it is usually much easier to use the 
Table of Contents or Hotlist to do this. 

If you have HTML pages of your own which you wish to display with 
Bookworm. you can do so, entering the local pathname of the page 
in this field. The U RL for a local ri le usually starts fil e : 1 I . 

Tool bar 

The tool bar contains ten buttons Home. Back, Reload, Stop, 
Forward, Add to Hotlist, Hotlist. Resources (not used). Load 
Images and Save as Drawflle 

Home 

Displays the Title page. 

Back 

Returns to the previous page in the history list (see History list on 
page 7). for example. if you followed a link or selected a menu item. 
you can go back to the page you just came from This is the same as 
the Navigate/Back one page menu item. 

Reload 

Reloads the current page, in case it hasn't loaded correctly the first 
time. 
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Stop 

Stops the page transfer currently in progress. Any images in the 
page will continue to be loaded in the background. 

Forward 

Brings the next page in the history l ist. (Available only after using 
the Back command or a History menu item.) 

Add to hotlist 

Add the currently-displayed page to your hotlist. 

Hotlist 

Displays the list of pages currently on your hotl ist in the Hotlist 
window. 

Resources (not used) 

On the Acorn lnterTalk Web browser. this displays the list of items 
on the Resources list in the Resources window. This option is not 
used on Bookworm. 

Load images 

If you have previously chosen Delay Image loading (see page 
page 15). Load Images wi l l load the images when you click on it. 

Save as Drawflle 

Saves the page as a Draw file. 

History list 

The History list is a list of the pages you have visited in your current 
session on Bookworm. Click on the menu icon to display the list. 
You can then click on a page you have previously visited and go 
straight to it. This often saves using the Back button repeatedly 
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Content area 

Below the toolbar is the Content area. which displays the current 
page Use the vertical and horizontal scroll bars to view pages larger 
than the content area. 

Status indicator, status line and load progress 

I t 1 ... ,., 
II 

Status indicator 

In the lower lefthand corner of the Bookworm window is the 
Bookworm status indicator (the modified Acorn logo) 

When you click on a link. the indicator animates. showing that a 
page is being retr ieved. 

Status line 

The Status line at the bottom of the Bookworm window d isplays the 
URL (pathname) of a linked page When you move the cursor 
around in the Content area over a link. the URL of the link 
destination is displayed in the Status line. 

The Status line also displays information about the status of the 
current page retrieval. Examples of status messages are: 

Load progress 

Fetching 2 images ... 
Ready 

Load progress is indicated by the number of bytes of data loaded so 
far. 
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The Bookworm menu 

Click Menu anywhere over the Bookworm window to display the 
Bookworm menu: 

~ .. 80okw6fin 
File t'

Navigate r-
Hotlist ~ 

Resources 

UWities ~"-

Some of the menu options duplicate functions available from the 
Toolbar, but others are only available from the menu. Functions 
provided by the menu are described in the rest of the chapter. 

Finding, starting and stopping links 

A link is a connection from one Web page to another (or to another 
place on the same page). Links appear in the RISC OS User Guide as 

• words or phrases in the body of the text highlighted with a 
different colour and underlined 

the Draw tutorial . be 

• words highlighted with a different colour and underlined in the 
Index 

• chapter and section titles in the Table of Contents 

Contents • navigation buttons at the top and bottom of each page. 

When you point the mouse pointer over a link, the pointer changes 
shape and the URL of the link destination appears in the Status line 
at the bottom of the Bookworm window. 

Starting links 

To display a linked page on your computer screen. you just click 
once on the highlighted text or icon. Clicking on a link displays the 
page stored on your computer. 

9 



Bookworm features 

10 

After you click on a link. the Bookworm status indicator (the 
revolving Acorn) starts to spin around to show you that the transfer 
of the page to your computer is in progress. 

Stopping links 

You can stop a transfer in progress by pressing the Stop button on 
the tool bar or by choosing the Navigate/Stop menu item. 

You can see how a transfer is progressing from the Status line and 
how much of the page has been transferred so far from the Load 
progress counter 

Navigating within a page 

When you follow a link. you'l l see the whole page or. if the page 
contains more than a screenful of information. part of it. Use the 
scroll bars to look at the rest. The portion you see may be the top of 
the page. but sometimes following a l ink may bring you into a page 
at the middle or end. Following a link does not always bring a new 
page to screen- it can bring a different portion of the same page (in 
effect, automatically scrolling for you). 

Moving around 

You can use a number of different ways to find your way around the 
RISC OS User Guide: you can click on 

• words or phrases in the body of the text high lighted with a 
different colour and underl ined 

the Draw tutorial . be 

• words highlighted with a different colour and underlined in the 
Index 

• chapter and section titles in the Table of Contents 

• titles in the History or Hotlist windows to go directly to 
favourite pages 

• buttons on the tool bar to go back and forth between pages you 
have previously visited 
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• the navigation buttons at the top and bottom of each page. 
These take you 

Next • to the next chapter in the User Guide (if there is one) 

Previous • to the previous chapter (if there is one) 

Top • to the Title page of the User Guide 

Contents • to the Table of Contents 

Index • to the Index. 

Using the Hotlist 

The Hotlist is a list of page titles. It allows you directly to access 
pages that you have found especially interesting or useful 

Add to hotlist 

Press this button to add the currently-displayed page to your hotlist 
(see below). 

Hotlist 

The hotlist is a way of getting easy and direct access to your 
favourite pages. The Bookworm hotlist is delivered to you with a list 
of the main chapters in the RISC OS User Guide. You can add to 
these pages you have found interesting or useful Once you add a 
page to your hotlist. the ti tle stays unti l you remove it. 
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Click on the Hotlist button to open the Hotlist window, which l ists 
the pages currently on your hotlist: 

Holst Go 111-
Contents 
lntro<llclion 

1 - The d&sk10p 
2- Cllangilg lhe computet's confl;)urallon 
3 -CUstomising the desktop start-t~p procedure 
4 • Managing the desklop 
5 • Troutiesllooting 
6 - Using ftoppy and hard discs 
7 - Other storage deVices and Qng systems 
8 -~ng 

9 - Sening up priniOis 
10 - Pl'inting your files 
11 - PrintEdft 
12 • Fon1PI'int 
13- nToFont 
14 - RISC OS applications 
15 - Using colour in appllca'ons 
16 • Using fonts in applications 

Click on one of these titles to fetch it. 

The Hotlist menu allows you to manage the Hotlist. Using the 
menu. you can view a page from the Hotlist. as well as add a page to 
or remove one from the Hot I ist 

Moving back and forth between pages 

Button links such as the Back and Forward buttons are particularly 
useful for going back and forth among pages you've just viewed_ 

Back 

Th is is a link to the previous page in the history list. 

Forward 

This is a link to the next page in the history list (Thi s is available 
on ly after using the Back command or jumping to a page in the 
history list) 

You can also move backwards and forwards between pages using 
the Back one page and Forward one page options on the 
Navigate menu. 



Using Bookworm 

Saving 

Saving pages 

You can save a page that you have viewed as an HTML fi le using the 
File/Save submenu. A page saved in HTML format retains the 
formatting. including HTML markup, of the original source HTML 
fi le. However, the images are not saved with the fi le. and the links to 
them may not work. 

Alternatively, you can save the page as plain text, using the 
File/Export/Plain text submenu. or as a Drawfile. using 
File/Export/Drawfile. 

A page saved in text format is presented as plain text. without any 
HTML markup. 

A page saved as a Drawfi le reta ins both the text and images of the 
original, although information about links may be lost. 

Saving images 

Place the pointer over an image in the text and you can save it as a 
sprite using the File/Export/Picture option. 

Saving links 

Place the cu rsor over a l ink in the text and you can save it as a text 
file using the File/Export/Link option 

Printing 
If you have a suitable printer connected and ready to go. you can 
also print parts of the User Guide to read later by choosing the 
File/Print option 

This displays a dia logue box which gives you several options: 
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IGJ No driver loaded 

Start pnntJOg from 

(i' the top of the web page 

..) the top of the window 

-

·-
Continue printing ~ 

(i to the bottom of the web page : 

.) to the bottom of the wllldow j 
...) until rn C. Sheet(S) filled 

l7 Reformat page to lit paper 
(i Upright 

...) Sideways Copies [Q I j. 
Cancel lj Print 

You can start printing from 

• the top of the web page (i.e. the start of the chapter) or from 

• the top of the window (i.e. what you can see) 

then continue 

• to the bottom of the web page (i.e. the chapter) or 

• to the bottom of the window or 

• until a specified number of sheets o f paper have been filled . 

You can also choose to reformat the page to suit the size of the 
paper better. This is particularly useful if you choose to print 
Sideways It may take a little time for the computer to reformat the 
page. 

You can also specify the number of Copies to be printed. 

Bookworm Utilities 
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The Bookworm menu also offers a number of utilities to help you 
get the most out of the application. 
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Finding text in a page 

To find a word or phrase within a page. choose the Find text option 
from the Utilities menu. 

The dialogue box lets you enter the string of characters that you 
wish to find. Choose the Case Sensitive option if you require 
capital letters to match. 

The string found will be displayed at the top of the window. 

Click on Find text again to find the next instance of the string. 

Display options 

To make more room on your screen. you might find one or more of 
these options useful. These options 'toggle' on and off as you click 
on them - ticked means they are on. 

URL bar 

Click on this option to display or remove the URL field. 

Tool bar 

This displays or removes the Tool bar. 

Status bar 

The Status bar at the foot of the window is added or removed by this 
option . 

Delay image loading 

To save time loading a page with a lot of images. you can choose 
this option. which instructs the browser not to load them. To turn 
images back on once more, click on the option again. or choose 
Load images from the Navigate menu. or from the Tool bar. 
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Display backgrounds 

The RISC OS User Guide doesn't have any fancy backgrounds. but 
some HTML pages do. If you are loading such a page of your own 
and using Bookworm to display it, you can choose this option to 
turn off tiled backgrounds. 

Changing the way Bookworm looks 

You can change the appearance of Bookworm by using the options 
from Choices on the icon· bar menu to show or hide certain 
graphical elements in the Web browser window 

WURLbar 

r;'Tooibar 

l7 Status bar 

Fonts 

Cttoices 

_j Delay image loading 

17 Display backgrounds 

Body text I Trinity Medium :!Jj 
Headings I Homerton Medtum 11J 

FtXed type j Corpus Medium :QJ 

Default Save J Cancel lj Set 

The default settings show the Tool bar. the URL bar and the Status 
bar. By hiding these, you can increase the size of the page display 
area. 

The last two items on the Options dialogue box enable you to 
prevent images and backgrounds from being loaded when you're 
viewing pages. Because the Web browser needs to load only the text 
for the page and not the graphics files associated with any images. 
selecting this option can make page loading faster In place of each 
image is a blank icon. 
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Changing fonts 

You can also change the fonts used by the Web browser using 
Choices from the icon bar menu. This dialogue box contains three 
panels: 

• In the Body text panel. you can choose the typeface, style and 
weight of the font used for body text. that is. the font used for 
most text 

• In the Headings panel. you can choose the typeface. style and 
weight of the font used for headings. 

• In the fixed type text panel, you can choose the typeface. style 
and weight of the font used to display fixed format text, that is 
text used in editable fields and for text that has been 
specially-formatted by the author of a page. 

Make your choices and then click OK to apply the changes 
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